CHARLIE SACCO
Trainer
Charlie Sacco loved the sPort of boxing. He grew up watching and
supporting his two older brothers Johnny and Sammy Sacco. Charlie
Sacco was not a boxer but he was a dedicated boxing suPPorter.
Both of Charlie's brothers were Proudly inducted into the Class of
7Ol7 - Buffalo Veterans Boxers Association Hall of Fame'
ln the early 1960's Charlie became involved with Monsignor Franklin
Kelliher who was the director of the Working Boys Home located on
Vermont Street, later known as the Buffalo Boys' Town. Monsignor
Kelliher was known as the "Masked Maryel" and later known as the "Red
Devil" during his own boxing days. ln I 935 Monsignor Kelliher took over
the directorship of the poorly disciplined Working Boys Home and began
entering a team of boxers into the local Golden Gloves Tournaments. He
would use strong discipline through boxing and other sPorts to maintain
total control of the 50 boys that normally lived at the home. He held the
position at the Home for 39 years. Monsignor Kelliher also promoted
amateur boxing cards on a regular basis. Profits from these shows were
consistently used to remodel and refurbish the Working Boys Home'
The Working Boys Home had many dedicated volunteers who supported the Home, among which
were Charlie and Sammy Sacco. The home would not have been as successful as it was had it not been
for the support of these volunteers. Charlie would serye as the matchmaker for the Golden Glove
tournaments and amateur boxing shows in the region.
Charlie was a trainer/coach for l0 years in the Buffalo Golden Gloves Program as well as a trainer/
as head coach,
coach at Singers Gym. His last four years at the Buffalo Golden Gloves Program he spent
State
with teams competing in both Canaia and the United States. Charlie was licensed by the New York
Memorial
at
as "second " in the corners of professional boxers appearing
Athletic commission to
".t
Auditorium. Charlie accompanied Mgrs. Kelliher and local boxers for l0 years to the National Golden
Gloves competitions.
it
Charlie, a devoted father, friend and advocate of volunteerism was a role model to the boys and
of times
was not unusual for Charlie to invite a few of the boys to his home for Sunday Sauce a couple
I'm
really
"He
many
boys'
of
care
took
a month. When Charlie passed away in 1973, Msgr. Kelliher said
heartsick over losing by right arm."
Yay 26,
Charlie's Mass of Resurrection was celebrated by Msgr. Kelliher at the Boys Town Chapel on
away.
1973. Msgr. Kelliher stepped back from boxing in 1974 one year after Charlie Sacco passed
of
Fame.
Tonight Ring 44 is proud to induct Charlie Sacco into the Buffalo Boxing Hall
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